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over their own states: the Confederacy of India would
create as a separate state a ' Muslim' Bengal Federation
with a Muslim population of 66.1 per cent; the Aligarh
scheme visualizes Pakistan with 60.3 per cent Muslims, and
* Bengal'  with 57 per  cent.    The logic of the  situation
becomes ridiculous.   If Muslims in the present India, con-
stituting a minority of 23.5 per cent, deserve the right to
secede, how can one visualize a Pakistan with non-Muslim
minorities of 40 per cent and more ?   Surely the Pakistani
ought to be the first to let those minorities secede, back to
* Hindu ' India.
It is small wonder that Mr. JinnSh irately refused to dis-
cuss the details of his plan with the Congress.
There are further important criticisms to make of Muslim
League policy, of quite another category: criticisms bearing
on the political and economic context in which that policy
was being carried on. Whatever might or might not be the
merits of a Pakistan, yet under the then circumstances, and
given the methods being used by the League, to support the
League and its policy was definitely reactionary. Political-
ly, the supreme question facing India in all its parts was the
question of freedom from foreign domination. Without
that freedom, all other questions, including that of Pakistan,
must remain (as they did remain) unanswered. And to
support the Muslim League was in fact to work against that
freedom. The League persistently refused to take steps for
the overthrow of imperialism; and the more following it
could muster, the easier it was for the British to hang on.
Of course, the League would have got no following at all
in India (as the Liberal Party got none some time ago) if it
had not at least pretended to be anti-British. After 1937 it
did so pretend; but rather feebly. Even its talk about
independence was hedged about with caution. " This is the
way to achieve India's -freedom in the quickest possible
time . . . but it does not rule out continuation of relations
with Great Britain with necessary adjustments " 51, "While
the Muslim League stands for a Free India, it is irrevocably
opposed to any federal objective "fia. The general form of